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The German Note

HF note of Germany in reply to President

Wilson's note, Is unworthy a greal nation
like Germany,

It reads lke that which an angry man woula
pen, when consclous of having perpetrated o
great wrong, and, while anxipus to avold trouble
hecause of thal wrong, is still go angry that he
is determined not to pen anything which will com-
fort another man whom the writer of the note
hates.

The relgning houses of Germany and Great
Britain are closely allied by marrviage; the ri
valry between the (wo countries in trade, and In
sea prestige has been increasing | steadily  for
many years; the hate existing between the na-
tions has been steadily Increasing ever since the
kaiser, at a critical time in the Boer war sent
that dispatch to old man Kruger. Moreover, the
kaiser believes he, as the oldest son of the oldest
child of Queen Victoria is in truth the rightfw
heir to the British crown. At the thought of this
pretention every Englishman, the world around,
wunts to fight.

We belleve the kaiser and the German peo-
ple would be glad to make peace with Russin and
France today, but it Is & hate unto death of Eng
land, and England returns the animosity in full
volume,

Hence, when (the American clalm was made
for indemnity for wrongs committed and for a
pledge that the law of nations, governing pro
cedures at sea, should be obeyed, the first thounght
in every German mind was that the note In its
full scope was a demand which to comply with
would be really an apology for sinking an Eng.
lish ship, which Germany would sooner have au
army &laln than grant,

To read her note between the lines, she
Irtually says: "“The only thing we can do Is lo
temporize nnd to meet your note with a skulking
evasion and still we want no trouble with you,
only do not compell ug to do anything which, indl
rectly, would force us to admit that anvihing we
could do would be unjust to Great Britwin,”

Had the Lusitanla been a Frencl ship the an-
swer of Germany would have been in gn altogether
different tone. But, after all, the German note Is
unworthy of a great nation in dealing with an-
other great nation, on the soll of which twenty
per cent of the people are natives, or the direct
descendants of natives of the land, the goyvern
ment of which sends the note from, and between

#which two nations there bas never heen the

slightest friction until now,

Moreover, il 18 & case where neither pride of
power nor hate of any other power can long in-
terfére with the demands of simple Justice, for,
fortunately, the appeal is made by a eouniry that
loves peace so ‘much that it would make any rew-

sonplble sacrifice to securs i, but wiileh would not
quuril wers all the world nrrayed in arnons agninst
It.

When The Armies Will Fail
N;\l‘l)l‘Et}N the great managed to go siglking
through Europe, overturning thrones, smash-
ing dynnsties and changing boundary lines, for
twenty yeiars, bocause he possessed military ge
niug superior to any of his foes; because he
robbed the countries he swept over, and hecause
e was in truth “a scourge of God,” and wus
negded to smash the half slavery that the few
had Imposed upon the many, until the bulk of the
people were little better than serfs.

AL last his ambition prompted the Russian
invasion and when the Russigns burnod their
capltal over his head; bis usual judgment forsook
him, and he attemptad to return, In the face of

“a Russipn winter to France.

Then his invincible army went down under
the assaults of the snow and “the wheeling squad-
rons of the ey winds” and his power was broken.
In the meantime, too, Lord Nelson had blockaded
every port through which France had herstofore
received food and other supplies. At last his fate
was sealed. The battles that followed, Including
Waterloo, were mere (neidents to hasten the end,

It is clear now that when the present wir was
sprung upon Europe It was the Intention of the
German staff to imitate Napoleon's method, to
live upon the countries that dared to offér war Lo
Germuny. It was o plan that would have earried
except for the course of Belgiom. The resist-
ance mide there enahled France to get her fight
ing arm to the front. The war has now lasted
tenn months and all that Germany huas been able
to do hns been to keep her own territory intact,
None of her enemles have heen able to prey upon
Germany, but on the other hand Germnny hag not
been able to live upon any country of all her en-
emies, and today lor boundaries are as effectu-
ally blockaded as were French ports hy Nelson

It looks as though the war wounld never be
ended by fighting armies and ships, but by [m-
ine and pestilence,

A Sinister Outlook
T 18 expected that with the close of the pres-
ent war in Europe, there will come o great
number of mmigmnts to this country, and in the
custerp cities plans are even now being Incubated
to direct the host away from the cities to the
country. There {8 nol much in that, The immi-
grunis from northern Europe will naturally drift
inland, those from southern Europe will cling to
the cities, but the thought of thousands wnd hune
deeds of thousands coming 18 a disturhing ohe
The tendency will he to reduce the rates of wiges
both of skilled and unskilled laborers, and thero
will be Inevitable clashings with  the lunnr
unions.

Then with many factories closed, and no suf
flelent outlet for surplus produocts, how can work
at any wagesn be found for the hungry host? The
day of real trial for our Institutiona will then be
upon the land and the prospect is filled with
premonitions of coming trouble

That South American Trade
OME interosted people mel In New York Clry
last week and discussed plans for & larger
trade with South America, and finally decided
that about all that could he done wis to send
agenta there with samples and to solicit orders,
All that will count for but a lttle, The Atchl
son & Banta Fe rallroad started out with an iden
that it would push {ts tracks west a little way
from the Missouri river and see if, after & fow

vears the men lured thal way by the rallroad *

would pol settle np the country enough to begin
paring the road a little revenue. Thal worked
g0 well that the company never stopped building
until lts western terminus wag on the sghore of
the Pacifie, And the road I8 evidently receiving
some revenue and ite best revenue js from the
desert region which was a horror to many very
learned eastern statesmen up to the time the
Union Pacific and the old Central Paclfic roads
united and made clear the fact that the desert
wag but & mask beneath which there was more of
interest in it to a railrond company and vastly
more interest in it to the nation, than as though
it owere all agriculturn] lnnd as rich as the Mis-
alaslppl valley.

South America will be of great commercial in-
terest to the merchants and manufacturers of
the United States just so soon as they go (o
work in an intelligent way to obtain it, and not a
day sooner. But they will have to go to work as
did the A, T. & 8. F. road to obtain t. It will
require & blg Investment first and then the pati-
ence o wait for dividends

Our government has refused for fty years (o
take nny sensible steps to help secure that trade
for American citizens, It has seen England pros-
pering greatly from that (vade for three score
vears; It has seen Germany made rich from that
trade in the past thirty years, but has refused to
even Investignte the reasons why loreigners have
succeaded, and uviterly refuscd to lake any sensi-
ble steps to divide that trade with them.

The frst essentinl Is to have depots in tho
main cities along the coast; then ships to touch
ut those ports at stated but regular intervals;
thenm men in charge of the depots who understand
the languages spoken and the methods that pre-
vall in those countries, then to know what, and in
what forms goods are needed there and whatl the
people have to pay with when they make pur-
chages.

To accomplish all this there must be capital
enough to bulld the shipg, to estublish the stores
and in addition to carry on the business until the
returns begin to come in.

For instance, suppose & shipload of agricul
tural implements, household furnitore, four and
gult meals 18 wanted in a coffee district outside
of Rio. But the people hav not the money Lo
buy what they need though .ney have plenty of
oolice

It is a clear cnse Lhat I the goods are sent
withi the freight added, they can be unlonded,
provided the merchant will take coffee instead of
c¢oln for them. I he takes the coffee he payvs the
wholesale price in the United States, less the
frefght from Rio tc New York, Then the coffee
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